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HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [2.03 pm]: I rise to inform the 
house about the recent retirement of Her Honour Justice Jane Crisford as a judge of the Family Court of 
Western Australia, and the appointment of His Honour Justice Richard O’Brien as a judge of the same court. 
On 3 March 2016, I attended a special sitting of the Family Court of Western Australia to farewell 
Her Honour Justice Jane Crisford after nearly 10 years on the bench as a judge of the Family Court of 
Western Australia. Her Honour was sworn in as a judge of the Family Court of Western Australia on 
24 October 2006 and soon after as a justice of the Family Court of Australia. Prior to this, Her Honour was a well-
respected judge of the District Court of Western Australia for nearly three years. 
Her Honour has had a rich and multifaceted career, starting out with a restricted practice at the state crown law 
department before commencing with Parker and Parker as a civil litigation solicitor. In 1981 Her Honour 
established her own firm of Key and Crisford, one of the first all-female partnerships in Western Australia, and 
in 1985 Her Honour joined the Aboriginal Legal Service as the solicitor in charge of the East and 
West Kimberley office, appearing in criminal matters in all courts. In this capacity, Her Honour worked with the 
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. After her work with the ALS, Her Honour joined 
Dwyer Durack Lawyers as a partner and became head of the family law section of that firm, becoming an 
accredited family law specialist in 1997. 
In 1998, Her Honour commenced practice as a barrister at Wickham Chambers and in 2002 she was appointed as 
Senior Counsel in Western Australia. When she took up her appointment as a judge of the Family Court, 
Her Honour played an active part in the governance of the court. She also continued her passion for mentoring, 
in particular the many legal associates who had the good fortune of working with her. Family Law is about 
trying to find a good outcome for the whole of the family that is fair and just. Despite the difficult task for judges 
and magistrates of the Family Court in managing this, Her Honour performed her judicial service to an 
exceptionally high standard. Her Honour is a remarkable person who has had a remarkable career. Her 
commitment, work ethic and dedication will be sorely missed at the Family Court and by the legal profession 
and the community. 
I also use this occasion to inform the house about the recent appointment of Her Honour’s successor, 
His Honour Justice Richard O’Brien. The extensive consultation process leading up to the appointment identified 
His Honour as an outstanding candidate for appointment. Indeed, His Honour is a highly experienced legal 
practitioner with more than 30 years’ experience in family law. His Honour has been recognised as a leader in 
the field, both in Western Australia and nationally. His Honour commenced his legal career in 1982 where he 
worked at Legal Aid Western Australia as a solicitor in the family law division. In 1983 His Honour was 
admitted to practice in the Supreme Court of Western Australia and the High Court of Australia. In 1986 
His Honour joined the firm of Jackson McDonald, where he became an equity partner three years later and was 
elected as the managing partner of the firm in 1993. 
In 2001 His Honour joined specialist family law practice O’Sullivan Davies, and was an equity partner for more 
than 10 years. Prior to his appointment, His Honour was the first Western Australian practitioner to be chair of 
the Family Law Section of the Law Council of Australia. This was a substantial commitment for His Honour as 
the Family Law Section undertakes a deal of important work on behalf of the Law Council. His Honour also 
served as the President of the Family Law Practitioners’ Association of Western Australia and on its council for 
many years. He also served as chair of the Legal Aid family law review committee. 

I am proud to advise the house of the appointment of His Honour as a judge of the Family Court of 
Western Australia following the retirement of Justice Crisford. I also acknowledge the cooperation I received 
from Hon Senator George Brandis, Attorney-General of the Commonwealth, with whom I worked closely to 
ensure a smooth transition for the Family Court of Western Australia. 
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